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The Haitian government went ahead with second-round elections on July 9 despite warnings from
the international community that it had to correct errors in counting the results of the first round.
Insisting that its procedures were fair, the government decided to give up the aid funds and run the
risk that the UN and other international bodies would refuse to accept the newly elected parliament
as legitimate.
Fanmi Lavalas, the party of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide (1990-1995), seems headed for
complete control of parliament after the runoff elections, which were to decide the winners in a
handful of races left in question after the May 21 general elections.
The Conseil Electoral Provisoire (CEP) has still not released an official tally, but even before the
second round, Lavalas was assumed to have a majority in both the Senate and the Chamber of
Deputies. Both elections have been challenged by the opposition and soundly criticized by the US,
the UN, and the Organization of American States (OAS).
In the May elections, Lavalas took a majority of the Senate seats and a near majority in the Chamber
of Deputies (see NotiCen, 2000-06-01). But election observers complained that the CEP had counted
only the votes of the top four candidates in each race to determine the winners.
By law, candidates must win by an absolute majority or face a runoff. The tainted results led to a
resumption of violence, the refusal of three CEP members to certify the results, and the resignation
of the CEP's president (see NotiCen, 2000-06-29). The controversial count gave 16 of the contested
seats in the 27-seat Senate to Lavalas candidates.
The CEP refused to recount the vote so that none of the Senate races went to the second round
despite the questionable method of counting. Voter turnout was low Before the runoff, opposition
parties asked their supporters to stay away from the polls. Some observers said less than 10% of
eligible voters cast ballots, although Lavalas and the CEP set the figure higher.
Georges Reynold, of the Mouvement Patriotique pour le Sauvetage National (MPSN), thanked
the voters for heeding the call to boycott the "electoral farce." Gerard Pierre Charles, head of the
L'Organisation du Peuple en Lutte (OPL), said the disputed election had a positive side. "It helped
show clearly the anti-democratic project of Aristide," said Charles.
"These were not elections, this was a hidden coup. This electoral parody brings about an absolute
control of the state. So we fall into a totalitarian government with one-party rule." The European
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Union (EU), the US, and others had asked the government not to hold the second-round elections
because of the tainted general elections.
One day after the runoffs, the EU issued a formal statement condemning the elections as a violation
of democratic procedures and threatened sanctions. The statement drew particular attention to
the CEP's refusal to acknowledge errors it made in calculating majorities in the Senate races. As
a member of the Africa, Caribbean, and Pacific Group (ACP), Haiti risks the loss of EU aid and
preferential trade relations (see NotiCen, 1999-12-09).
The UN Security Council asked the government to investigate the complaints about irregularities.
Peter Romero, US acting assistant secretary of state, said Haiti's insistence on carrying out the
second round raised the risk that the international community would not recognize the new
parliament. "The votes of hundreds of thousands of Haitian citizens throughout the country were
simply cast aside by electoral officials as meaningless," Romero said.
A week after the second round, the government began swearing in newly elected local officials.
At the same time, it defied mounting domestic and international pressure, announcing it would
stand by the CEP count in both elections. Asselin Charles, a spokesperson for Prime Minister
Jacques-Edouard Alexis, said that critics did not understand the vote-counting process and that the
results could not be changed because all authority over elections was in the hands of the CEP. "The
government cannot interfere," Charles said.
As for the suspension of international aid, the government's view is that Haiti has gotten along
without it for some time and will turn to internal resources until the international community comes
around to understanding Haiti. Danile Supplice, a Senate candidate for L'Espace de Concertation,
said Haiti would pay for the government's stubbornness. "We cannot afford in the year 2000 to
isolate ourselves," said Supplice. "It does not make any sense." [Sources: The Miami Herald,
07/06/00; Spanish News Service EFE, 07/06/00, 07/09/00, 07/10/00, 07/12/00; The New York Times,
07/10/00, 07/16/00; Associated Press, 06/21/00, 06/30/00, 07/03/00, 07/18/00]
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